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Your Cheatin' Hat 

 

Amaze and delight your friends with 

your skill at "two-color" knitting.  They'll 

never believe (and who's to tell them) 

that a clever slip-stitch pattern lets you 

achieve the two-color effect without 

ever needing to handle two colors at 

once.  You can use this technique to 

knit bands into a sweater or its sleeves, 

or to jazz up a plain piece of knitting at 

any time. 

 

This pattern is great for beginners, 

because it's knitted flat and then 

seamed.  To finish this pattern you will 

need to know how to:  cast on, knit, 

purl, slip a stitch, run a piece of yarn 

through the stitches on a needle, and 

sew a straight seam. 

 

 
Useful things to know about hats:  most average heads are about 20 inches around.  

You should knit the hat a little smaller than that, since knitting stretches, so if you knit at 

a gauge (tension) of 4 stitches to every inch, you will need about 76 stitches to knit a 19-

inch hat.  If you are knitting for a child, or if you yourself have a big head, you will need 

to adjust accordingly 

This pattern requires you to have a multiple of 5 stitches minus 1.  So if you think you 

need 76 stitches, take the number down to 74.  If you think you need 95 stitches, take 

the number down to 94, etc.  Using this information, you can adapt this pattern to any 

size yarn or needles, as long as you can get an idea of the gauge at which you are 

knitting. 

Materials:  To knit this hat you need three different colors of bulky or three-ply yarn, or 

any medium-weight yarn, with the following amounts of each: 

• Color A:  Background, and most of hat  4 oz. 

• Color B:  First Band of Color     ¾ oz 

• Color C:  Second Band of Color    ¾ oz 

• 1 pair size 9 (US) or size required to knit at a gauge of about 4 stitches to the inch. 

• 1 darning needle, or large needle with an eye big enough to hold the yarn.  
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KNITTING INSTRUCTIONS 

 
Cast on 74 stitches with Color A, very LOOSELY.  Remember, this is going to go around 

your head, and you are going to feel any tightness every time you wear this hat.  It is 

almost impossible to cast on too loosely.  If you are having difficulty keeping the stitches 

loose, cast on using needles two sizes larger than the ones for the hat.  Just remember 

to change back to your “real” needles after you have cast on! 

First row: Knit 1, Purl 1 all the way across the row.  Repeat this row (called knit 1 purl 1 

ribbing) until you have about 1 ½ inches of ribbing.  Work an even number of rows, so 

that when you are finished, the right side of the work is facing you. 

Work one inch stockinette stitch (knit one row, purl one row).  End with a purl row, so 

that the right side of the work is facing you.  Now you are ready to start a miraculous 

band of color!  Leave the Color A yarn dangling for a while, and take up Color B. 

Knitting the First Band of Color 

Row 1 (Color B): Knit the first four stitches.  Now just place your right-hand needle in the 

next stitch as if you were going to knit it, but instead just SLIP the stitch from one needle 

to the other.  Continue with this pattern of Knit 4, Slip 1 until you are at the end of the 

row.  Draw the yarn LOOSELY across the back of the slipped stitch.  Don't pull tight, as 

this will create ridges on the front of your work.  You should end with a "Knit 4."  If you 

don't, go back and count, because you have messed up somewhere.  You can unpick 

the stitches, and fix it right now, and no one will ever know.  

If you have done this correctly, you now have Color B with you at the end of the row, 

and Color A where you left it at the beginning of the row.  Turn your knitting, because 

now you are going to purl back to where Color A is patiently waiting for you.  Here's 

how: 

Row 2 (Color B): Purl the first four stitches of the row.  SLIP the next stitch by starting as if 

you were going to purl it, but just move it onto the other needle.  Repeat this pattern of 

Purl 4, Slip 1 purlwise, until you are at the end of the row.   Remember, don't pull the 

yarn tightly across the slipped areas.  Now, pay attention:  the SLIPPED stitch on this row 

should be the same stitch you slipped on the last row.  If it is not, you need to go back 

and count again, and get yourself sorted out before you proceed. 

The front of the knitting should be facing you 

Row 3 (Color A): Knit one row perfectly normally, knitting every stitch, even the ones you 

had been slipping. 

Row 4 (Color A): Purl.  At the end of this row, you should  Colors A and B back on the 

same side of the row.  If not, I can't help you at this point. 

Row 5 (Color B): Now, pay attention, the next part is weird.  Start out by knitting ONE 

stitch, and then slip the next two stitches from one needle to the other.  (Keep it 

LOOSE!)  Now start in the pattern, which goes Knit 3 Slip 2, and repeat this until you get  
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to the end of the row.  If you look at your knitting, you will see the pattern begin to 

emerge, and you will see that the "dots" of color you are now doing are centered 

above the pattern you did before.  At least, they should be.  You will end this row with a 

Knit 1. 

Row 6 (Color B): By now you should be getting the hang of this.  Work the next row in 

purl, but slip the same stitches you slipped in row 5, remembering to slip them purlwise. 

Row 7 (Color A): knit. 

Row 8 (Color A):  purl. 

Rows 9 and 10 (Color B):  Repeat color pattern rows 1 and 2.  

In Between the Bands of Color 

Work one inch in stockinette stitch, ending with a purl row. 

Knitting the Second Band of Color 

Using Color C, do another band of color, exactly as you did in steps 1 through 9, above. 

Completing the Hat 

Using Color A, work stockinette stitch until the hat is 8 ½ inches from the top of the 

ribbing, ending with a purl row. 

Using Color A, Knit two stitches together all the way across the next row.  (You should 

now have 37 stitches. 

Using Color A, Purl one row. 

Finishing 

Now, brace yourself.  This is how I do this, because anything else is too much trouble.  

Cut Color A leaving about an 18-inch tail, and thread the needle with the huge eye 

onto the end of it.  OK, ready?  PULL your stitches off the needle, leaving all your stitches 

exposed.  IMMEDIATELY, run the needle through each stitch, starting at the end where it 

is, simply passing it through all of the stitches without any twisting or fastening.  When 

you get to the other end, you can gently gather up all the stitches, making the top of 

the hat.  Now  take your needle and stitch up the seam.  There are many theories 

about the best way to stitch a knitted seam.  Just sew the edges together so that they 

look OK, and you will be fine.  Nobody really cares how you did this.  You will also need 

to "run in" the ends of the various pieces of yarn that you cut while you were changing 

colors.  Do this on the back of your hat, just twisting them in and out around a few of 

the purl ridges.  Don't pull them tight, leave them a little loose (similar to a darn), and 

then cut the end. 

If you like, you can make a tassel like the one shown by wrapping the remaining yarn 

around a piece of cardboard, tying it across the middle and then cutting and fluffing 

the ends.  (Instructions for this sort of thing abound on the Internet.)  Sew it on the end of 

your hat with a piece of yarn. 

 


